Asystole during percutaneous ethanol injection of symptomatic vertebral haemangioma.
Computed tomography guided percutaneous ethanol injection is frequently employed for treatment of symptomatic vertebral haemangiomas. The procedure is performed under monitored anaesthesia care in the prone position. It has several advantages over open surgery and other therapeutic modalities and is generally considered safe. There is no previous report of any significant haemodynamic disturbance attributable to alcohol ablation of vertebral haemangiomas. We report a case in which a patient of ASA physical status I developed asystole following injection of 100% alcohol into a vertebral haemangioma, and became apnoeic and unresponsive. He recovered following intravenous administration of atropine. All staff involved in this procedure should be aware of and prepared for, this rare but potentially life-threatening complication.